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The analysis of A Rose for Emily
The narrator’s non-chronological order
      The story begins with section one where the narrator accounts for the death of Emily Grierson's. It is very ironical that so many people attended the funeral at a home where people had not been visiting for 10years. With this abnormal attendance it is evident that some people just went in to satisfy their curiosity while others sincerely went to pay their tribute to the dead. Questions that the narrator does not answer are: why were people not afraid of going to the funeral? Who allowed the strangers into the home after denial for 10years?

     According to Faulkner 13, the description the author uses to describe Emily's house creates a mental image for anyone reading the piece of work. The house is described to have been once- elegant, in an upscale neighborhood and as the last vestige of the grandeur of a lost era. One would picture a beautiful and peaceful surrounding and the way the house now looks at the new era. The introduction of a new character Colonel Sartoris, the former town’s mayor is not well done. The narrator should instead have described the character immediately after mentioning his name rather than taking us straight to the character’s role. The transition was quite fast and might make the readers have a hard time following the narration’s flow.

     The narrator in section two takes us through a series of the misfortunes that befell Emily. This is well done as the narrator takes us back to a time in the past when that happened. The use of this figurative language of flashback makes the story more interesting according to Perry, 105. It helps us find more information about the late Emily. The author, however, leaves us with several questions in mind like? Why would Emily not bury her father instead of allowing the corpse to rot to the point that the townspeople feel the odor? Was the cause of the husband to be of Emily abandoning her death of Emily's father? This figure of speech is effectively used as the readers are engaged and their thinking ignited. 
The main character is used to present the story’s themes 
    The narration brings out a theme of traditions and modernity. The description of Emily’s home as a home of a lost era tells us how modernized people are such that it is only a few homes including the late Emily’s that are still in the traditional era. The refusal of Emily to accept that her father is dead and continuing to keep him until he stinks shows how probably Emily was traditional that she could have believed that her father would come back to life and therefore burying him would just be an impediment of this coming-back-to-life process. The old men at Emily’s funeral in their uniform also represent traditionalism and the strong beliefs that old people usually hold.
      The other prevalent theme in the narration is death. Death is described as powerful and heartless. It leaves Emily with a denial that her father has left her. Death also slowly crawls over Emily herself and it comes with a lot of animisms that Emily, suffers, and is described as pale and looking like somebody who has drowned for days without any rescue. This description and personification of death are too strong to bring down heroes and heroines makes the readers relate with the power of death in the current life (Perry 52). Death takes anyone without minding their social/political and economic status.

 The narrator’s perspective and our understanding of the characters

   The narrator’s choice of characters is also very interesting. The characters in the narration seem to be powerful officials in the community. Despite the characters being powerful, it is ironical that they are not able to control the bad things that happen to them. Homer Barron is described as very handsome and well-built. He is strong and he often gets what he wants. However, it is ironical that Barron, despite being able to have his wishes, ends up being killed by Emily. Judge Stevens is also Jefferson's mayor. He is respectful and cautious. He bows down to Emily's pride and with the help of other elders, sprinkles lime on Emily's property at midnight. 

    Mr Grierson, Emily’s father is also an ideal character in the narration. He represents traditionalism and force. He uses his influence to drive away all the admirers of his daughter Emily such that even at the age of thirty, Emily is still a single woman. This character helps the readers relate with the current happenings where some parents are so in control of their children’s lives that they would prefer not to allow their daughters get married just for the daughters to remain under the parents’ influence despite their age and ability to make their personal decision.

   What the reader should see in the essay

    The title of the story "a Rose for Emily" is not clearly elaborated. It is total irony. At the end of the narration, it is not yet very clear why the narrator chose this title and not the tragedy of Emily. A rose symbolizes love and progress. However, in the narration, the beauty, progress and love of Emily are not so outstanding. If any then she has been more of a troublemaker from being a killer, being defiant and refusing to pay taxes, being traditional and unreasonable as she does not accept her father's death. Despite her pride, she is slowly overtaken and swallowed up by death. She is not able to stop death.
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